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Press release 
Munich/Westminster (Maryland, USA), April 22, 2021 
 

Urban mobility: Knorr-Bremse wins major order to equip up to 254 
Stadler subway cars for Atlanta’s public transport 
 
▪ Knorr-Bremse and Stadler US Inc. have concluded a major equipment order for 254 

metro rail cars for Atlanta’s public transport operator, MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta 
Rapid Transit Authority), including an option for an additional 100 cars 

▪ The long-term contract, valued at a lower double-digit million-euro sum, runs from 
the beginning of Q1 2022 through 2028. Knorr Brake Company (KBC), the U.S. 
passenger rail subsidiary of Knorr-Bremse, will deliver the braking systems to 
Stadler US Inc.  

▪ The trains will operate the entire MARTA railway network and chiefly contribute to 
offering advanced, state-of-the-art, quick and reliable urban transport for the 
roughly 5.8 million inhabitants of the U.S. State of Georgia’s capital 

 
Munich/Westminster (Maryland, USA), April 22, 2021 – Knorr-Bremse, the global 
market leader for braking systems and other rail and commercial vehicle systems, will 
be equipping the city of Atlanta’s new railway fleet for the Swiss train manufacturer 
Stadler’s U.S. subsidiary. According to the long-term contract, Knorr-Bremse’s U.S. 
passenger rail subsidiary, Knorr Brake Company LLC (KBC), will supply braking 
systems valued in the lower double-digit million euro range. The project is KBC’s first 
order for braking systems with major operator MARTA, further strengthening its 
market position in the North American urban rail segment. 

“Stadler and Knorr-Bremse have maintained a close and trusted relationship ever since both 
companies entered the North American railway market”, comments Dr. Jürgen Wilder, 
Member of the Executive Board of Knorr-Bremse AG and responsible for the Rail Vehicle 
Systems division. “Therefore, we are all the more pleased to be able to conclude this long-
term original equipment order, which anew underlines our strong position in the urban 
transport segment.” 

“This contract is Knorr Brake Company’s first-ever order for braking systems with MARTA, 
and we are very proud to be Stadler’s partner of choice to help replace Atlanta’s metro fleet,” 
adds Jason Connell, President and CEO of Knorr Brake Company. “A robust technical 
design, light-weight solutions to help enable energy efficiency, and the power of our proven 
technologies and technical support were among the winning factors in the order’s tender 
process.” 
 
Technologies within the contract include bogie brake equipment, the Knorr-Bremse 
PistonSupply Eco (VV80-T™) oil-free compressor with dedicated air supply unit inverters 
designed and produced specifically for U.S. metro applications. Brake controls and wheel 
slide protection (WSP) dump valves, also a part of the agreement, will interface with the train 
control and management system (TCMS) via a platform developed by Selectron, Knorr-
Bremse’s subsidiary for integrated digital and cyber security solutions.  
 
“Stadler has selected Knorr-Bremse due to their continued outstanding performance and 
state-of-the-art system design. The MARTA project is one of our largest projects in the U.S. 
so far. With Knorr as our partner we expect to fulfill our promise to our customer by delivering 
exceptional, top-of-the-line METRO cars to MARTA,” says Martin Ritter, CEO of Stadler US 
Inc.  
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While most of the braking components will be produced at KBC’s Westminster, Maryland- 
based facility, the vehicles will be manufactured by Stadler US Inc. in its new Salt Lake City, 
Utah plant and delivered to Atlanta to replace existing metro cars. The initial deliveries from 
KBC are expected in the first quarter of 2022 and will run through the close of 2028.  

 
 
Caption 1: Stadler US Inc. is headquartered in Salt Lake City, UT. This is where Stadler plans to 
manufacture the new METRO trains for MARTA.  
 
Caption 2: Knorr Brake Company’s headquarters is located in Westminster, Maryland. 
 
 

Knorr-Bremse (ISIN: DE000KBX1006, Ticker symbol: KBX) is the global market leader for braking 
systems and a leading supplier of other rail and commercial vehicle systems. Knorr-Bremse’s products 
make a decisive contribution to greater safety and energy efficiency on rail tracks and roads around 
the world. About 29,700 employees at over 100 sites in more than 30 countries use their competence 
and motivation to satisfy customers worldwide with products and services. In 2020, Knorr-Bremse’s 
two divisions together generated revenues of EUR 6.2 billion. For 115 years the company has been 
the industry innovator, driving innovation in mobility and transportation technologies with an edge in 
connected system solutions. Knorr-Bremse is one of Germany’s most successful industrial companies 
and profits from the key global megatrends: urbanization, sustainability, digitization and mobility. 

 
About Knorr Brake Company. Since 1973, Knorr Brake Company has been the innovative leader in 
supplying North American rail market customers, including light rail vehicles, METRO, and high-speed 
trains. With its headquarters in Westminster, Maryland, the company operates sales and service 
facilities in Carmel, New York; and Union City, California. KBC’s subsidiaries – IFE North America LLC 
(passenger door systems) and Merak North America LLC (climate-control systems) – are co-located 
in Westminster. Knorr Brake Company is a member of the Munich, Germany-based Knorr-Bremse, 
the global market leader in braking systems and a leading supplier of other safety-critical rail and 
commercial vehicle systems. Contact Knorr Brake Company at knorrbrakecorp.com and follow us on 
LinkedIn at linkedin.com/company/knorr-brake-company. To learn more about career opportunities at 
KBC, please visit www.kbnajobs.com. 

 
 
Media contact: 
Alexandra Bufe, Tel: +49 (0)89 3547 1402, Email: alexandra.bufe@knorr-bremse.com 
 
For North America: 
Barbara L. Gould, Tel: +1 440 329-9609 / +1 440 225-6869, Email: barbara.gould@knorr-bremse.com  
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